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Summons & Notice for the Parish Council Meeting 
Being held on Wednesday 15th January 2025 at 7:00pm 

at Holy Trinity, Chantry 

6th January 2025 
 
To: All Members of the Council 
 
Dear Councillor 
 
You are hereby summoned to attend the Annual General meeting of the Whatley & Chantry Parish Council to be held 
at St Georges, Whatley on Wednesday 15th January 2025 at 7:00pm. The meeting will consider the agenda items set 
out below. 
 
Please inform the Clerk if you are unable to attend. 
 

RNash 
 
Rachel Nash 
Clerk 
 
● Agenda and papers are available at www.chantryandwhatley.webs.com 
● To attend in person: 

o Residents are welcome to join the meeting in person and are asked to contact the Parish Clerk if they 
wish to discuss a matter and participate in the meeting clerk.whatleyparishcouncil@gmail.com 

o Where there are confidential or exempt items which may need to be considered, residents will be asked 
to leave at that point 

 

Agenda 
 

012025.1 Chairs Welcome 
 

012025.2 Apologies for absence: 
 

012025.3 Declaration of Councillors’ interests and requests for dispensation:  
To declare any interests relating to the business of the meeting and receive any dispensation 
requests from the Clerk (Localism Act 2011 s29-34) 
 

012025.4 Approval of Minutes of the previous meeting held on Wednesday 13th November 2024 
To confirm and sign as a correct record of the meeting held - attachment 1. 
 

012025.5 Co -option of Councillor 
Co-option of a new councillor to fill current vacancy. 
 

http://www.chantryandwhatley.webs.com/
mailto:clerk.whatleyparishcouncil@gmail.com
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012025.6 Somerset County Councillors’ report 
See written report – attachment 6 
 

012025.7 Public Participation relating to meeting agenda items  
If you would prefer to submit questions in advance, please email 
clerk.whatleyparishcouncil@gmail.com 
 

012025.8 Presentation from external organisations: 
To receive a verbal presentation from external organisations in attendance. If you wish to present 
to the Council, please email clerk.whatleyparishcouncil@gmail.com 
 

012025.9 Clerks Report 
Update regarding activities undertaken by the Clerk - attachment 2 
 

012025.10 Finance: (Responsible Finance Officer) 
The council are requested to approve: 
 
● Current Expenditure at 31st December 2024 – attachment 3 
● Invoices for payment in January and February 2025 – attachment 4 
● Draft budget for 2025/2026 – attachment 5 
 

012025.11 Local Farmers Liaison 
Update to be received 
 

012025.12 Roads & Highways Liaison 
Update from Cllr Scott 
 

012025.13 Chantry Village Liaison 
Update from Cllr Evans 
 

012025.14 Whatley Village Liaison 
Update from Cllr Palmer to include the Parish Field Cabin. 
 

012025.15 Quarry Liaison 
Update from Cllr Bramston 
 

012025.16 Communications  
Update to be received. 
 

012025.17 Local Business Liaison 
Update from Cllrs Evans & Palmer 
 

012025.18 Planning Applications 
The Council to discuss any planning applications received. See attachment 7 
 
Notification only 
Proposal: Application for a certificate of lawful existing development for the use as granted by 
planning application 2021/2375/FUL (Erection of a stabling barn, storage, tack room, shower & 
W/C facility). 
Location: Land Adjacent To 2 Mells Lane Chantry To Mells Green Chantry Frome Somerset 
Applicant: Lorna MacDougall 
Application Type: Certificate of Use Existing 
Application Number: 2024/2304/CLE 
 

mailto:clerk.whatleyparishcouncil@gmail.com
mailto:clerk.whatleyparishcouncil@gmail.com
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Please visit the below link if you wish to find out more about any planning application: 
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/planning-buildings-and-land/view-and-comment-on-a-planning-application/ 

 
012025.19 WCGT Update 

WCGT to provide either a verbal or written update. 
 

012025.20 Items for next Agenda / Items to Report 
 

012025.21 Date and venue of Next Meeting 
Wednesday 12th March 2025 at Holy Trinity Church, Chantry 
 

012025.22 Exclusion of press and public 
Under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 Members of the public and press are 
required to leave the meeting due to the following items being a confidential matter. 

 

https://www.somerset.gov.uk/planning-buildings-and-land/view-and-comment-on-a-planning-application/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Correspondence address:  c/o Andrew Bramston, Chair 
Orr Farm, Chantry  BA11 3LJ 

 

Signed by the Chair  Dated 
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Minutes of a meeting of the Parish Council Meeting 
held on Wednesday 13th November 2024 at 7:00pm 

at Holy Trinity, Chantry 

26th November 2024 
 
Member Present: 
Councillor Andrew Bramston (Chair)     
Councillor Will Palmer 
Councillor Jon Scott      
 
Officers Present: No clerk was present, Cllr Clarke from Somerset Council was in attendance 
 
Members of the Public: None 
 

Agenda 
 

112024.1 Chairs Welcome 
 

112024.2 Apologies for absence: Cllr Evans  
 

112024.3 Declaration of Councillors’ interests and requests for dispensation:  
None received 
 

112024.4 Approval of Minutes of the previous meeting held on Wednesday 11th September 2024 
Minutes approved and signed. 
 

112024.5 Co -option of Councillor 
Due to the resignation of Cllr Boorer, a vacancy notice was posted . As of the meeting there not 
been a response. It was agreed that ideally there would be a councillor co-opted from Whatley. 
Councillors agreed to speak to members of the community to see if there was any intertest.  
 

112024.6 Somerset County Councillors’ report 
The report from Councillor Clarke was circulated prior to the meeting. The ongoing problems of 
Somerset finances present issues for the Parish. It may be that some services previously offered 
for Somerset Council will no longer be available.  
 

112024.7 Public Participation relating to meeting agenda items  
None received 
 

112024.8 Presentation from external organisations: 
None received 
 

  



 

 

Signed by the Chair  Dated 
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112024.9 Clerks Report 
Update regarding activities undertaken by the Clerk was circulate prior to the meeting. No Issues 
arising.  
 

112024.10 Finance: (Responsible Finance Officer) 
The council resolved to approve: 
● Current Expenditure at 31st October 
● Invoices for payment in November & December 2024  
● Draft Precept for 2025/2026 was for initial discussion 

Given the report from Somerset Council. The precept budget for 2025/2026 will need to reflect 
that some activities may need to be paid for by the Parish Council if Somerset are unable to 
continue with the works/services.  

4 Grit bins have been acquired for the Parish. Somerset highways have been notified of the 
locations so they can be filled for this winter. 

Cllr Palmer has identified a company to provide Defibrillator and CPR training. It was agreed that 
the PC would fund the training – initially 4 sessions @ £100 per session. Cllr Palmer to organise – 
ideally 2 in Chantry and 2 in Whatley.    

Cllr Bramston highlighted that following discussions with South-West Ambulance (SWA), SWA will 
shortly implement a support network for early response through the GoodSAM app. SWA will be 
able to notify people that are on GoodSAM responder - who are within 500 metres of the 
emergency – to retrieve the defibrillator and apply CPR until the ambulance arrives.  

The responder app requires people to sign up, and they will undergo an online Defib and CPR 
training. We need to encourage as many local residents as possible to join the GoodSAM program. 
Cllr Clarke said that this should be shared with the other Parishes – Cllr Bramston to ask the Clerk 
to arrange this.  
 

112024.11 Local Farmers Liaison 
No update received following the resignation of Cllr Boorer 
 

112024.12 Roads & Highways Liaison 
Cllr Scott reported there has been no further update from Somerset Highways regarding the work 
to alleviate flooding on Boorer corner. He will chase them again. 
 
Village signs - whilst it is acknowledged the Whatley signs need replacing, there is no consensus 
about what type of signs are required. Further discussion required, and there will be a cost that 
will need to be considered. The Chantry signs were largely funded by Heidelberg Materials.  
 
There is as ongoing concern in both villages of speeding. Councillors are requested to establish if 
any residents would be interested in being part of a speed watch group. There is a mandatory 
requirement for these volunteer groups to identify there is an actual problem with speeding. Then 
established speed cameras / warning signs can be sited  
 

112024.13 Chantry Village Liaison 
Friends of Chantry have successfully received a grant for an oil treatment for the wood in Holy 
Trinity Church from Halecombe quarry. The grant covered the cost of materials, and the 
community will undertake to do the cleaning and applying the oil.  



 

 

Signed by the Chair  Dated 
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An exhibition is ongoing of portraits from five decades by the celebrated Photographer and local 
resident Tim Mercer. This has been a huge success.  

A Whatley and Chantry community skittles evening is planned for Friday 15th Nov at Tuckers 
Grave.  

Friends of Chantry have been able to obtain a Temporary Event Notice (TEN) for its events to allow 
it to serve alcohol. Discussions with Somerset Council have indicated that in the future the PCC or 
Friends of Chantry itself can obtain a licence for events. The ecclesiastical insurance covers events 
in the church and away from the church for Public liability.  

A program of Christmas activities is also planned and will be communicated to residents in due 
course.  
 

112024.14 Whatley Village Liaison 
Cllr Palmer reported that Friends of Whatley is being established as a Community Interest 
company. This is in order to address insurance and obtaining an alcohol licence.  

The group had a successful Harvest event, and further events are planned around the Christmas 
period. An email will be circulated to residents informing the Christmas activities.   
 

112024.15 Quarry Liaison 
At the last Whatley Quarry liaison meeting, there had been an increase in complaints on blasting 
and noise. There have been more complaints received from Whatley residents on both issues. 
Whatley Quarry have installed monitoring in Whatley.  

Overall, the level of complaints is significantly lower this year compared top -previous years. 
However, there are too many examples of HGV’s servicing the quarries using Whatley and Chantry 
as rat runs. 

Heidelberg are issuing instructions to drivers not to do this, but as their drivers are now 
contracted, compliance is less of a given. Whatley Quarry are addressing our concerns, but we 
have made it clear that lorries using the villages as a rat run is illegal and totally unacceptable.  

A town hall meeting with Whatley Quarry is foreseen at Chantry Holy trinity church. A date needs 
to be confirmed.  At the last liaison meeting it was suggested that Westdown would open at the 
earliest in 2026, and possible early 2027 as there are a few planning areas still to be finalised  
 

112024.16 Communications  
No issues to report. 
 

112024.17 Local Business Liaison 
No issues to report 
 

  



 

 

Signed by the Chair  Dated 
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112024.18 Planning Applications 
Council considered 3 planning applications. There was no representation from local residents. 
 
Appeal Proposal: Erection of residential dwelling (resubmission of application 2021/0761/FUL) 
Appeal Location: 2 Mells Lane Chantry To Mells Green Chantry Frome Somerset 
Application Number 2024/0547/FUL 
 
Proposal: Demolition of existing barns. Proposed erection of five dwellings and associated 
development. 
Location: Orcadia Farm Chantry To Mells Green Chantry Frome Somerset 
Application Type: Full Application 
Application Number: 2024/1837/FUL 
 
Concern was raised that Mells Lane is not suitable for the increased traffic that both Chantry 
planning applications will create. Cllr Bramston to discuss with local residents. 
 
Proposal: Change of use from Air BnB to form one dwelling Location: The Grange Old Wells Road 
Whatley Frome Somerset 
Application Type: Full Application 
Application Number: 2024/1981/FUL 
 
No concerns were raised. 
 
Please visit the below link if you wish to find out more about any planning application: 
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/planning-buildings-and-land/view-and-comment-on-a-planning-application/ 

 
112024.19 WCGT Update 

A report was received prior to the meeting. No projects had been proposed this quarter.  

Cllr Palmer suggested that a solution to the grass cutting for the Parish Field would be for WCCGT 
to acquire a ride on lawn mower – and that volunteers take responsibility for using it to cut the 
grass on the playing field and Bullen Mead.   

This might be difficult to administer, and there would be the concern of damage / repairs and 
maintenance. An alternative idea could be to acquire the machine and provide it to a local 
landscaper for their use in return for cutting the Parish green areas.  

Councillors to identify if there is any interest in such a scheme. 
 

112024.20 Items for next Agenda / Items to Report 

• Draft precept for 2025/2026 
 

112024.21 Date and venue of Next Meeting 
Wednesday 9th January 2024 at St George, Whatley 
 

112024.22 Exclusion of press and public 
Not required 

 
Meeting finished at 8:00pm 

https://www.somerset.gov.uk/planning-buildings-and-land/view-and-comment-on-a-planning-application/
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Clerks Report for December 2024 
 

Activities undertaken during December, along with managing the Clerk’s inbox, circulating information to councillors 

and responding to general enquiries. Some specific emails actioned are listed below. 

 

2025/2026 Precept 

Paperwork has been received from Somerset Council for next years precept. Draft budget has been created for 

approval. 

 

Council Meetings for 2025/2026 

12th March 2025 - Chantry 

14th May 2025 - Whatley 

9th July 2025 - Chantry 

10th September 2025 - Whatley 

12th November 2025 - Chantry 

14th January 2026 - Whatley 

11th March 2026 - Chantry 

 

Could a councillor please confirm with the Churches that we are OK to hold our meetings there. 

 

Better Buses for Somerset 

There is the possibility of funding to improve a bus service or piece of bus infrastructure such as a bus shelter in our 

area. Can we check our bus shelters to see if anything needs to be done. 

 

Emails received from residents 

None received 

 

Emails received from Somerset council 

 

• Local Plan Call for Site: In January 2025, we will be launching the Somerset Local Plan Call for Sites. 

This is a 6-week period where landowners, developers, and site promoters can submit to us land they want to 

develop. This process is crucial for gathering information to help develop the Local Plan. Please note, we will not be 

consulting on specific proposals or encouraging submissions in particular locations during this time. Submitting a site 

is not a planning application and does not grant planning permission or any other status. 

The Call for Sites is not open yet, but more details on how to submit a site will be available early in the new year, so 

watch this space! 

You'll be able to submit sites for various uses including: 

• housing; 

• economic development; 

• gypsy and traveller pitches and plots; and 

• renewable energy installations. 

Following submissions, we'll assess each site's suitability, availability, and achievability, and a report will be published 

summarising these assessments and the process followed. 

These assessments will help determine which sites might be considered in future consultations for the new Local 

Plan. However, the Call for Sites is just 1 of many ways we gather information for this process. Awaiting links 



 

Page 2 | 3 

 

• Local validation checklist: Views are being sought on a new Local Validation Checklist covering the Somerset 

Council area. 

The key purpose of the document will be to improve the quality and completeness of planning applications 

submitted so that: 

• We spend less time (and resource) validating applications and chasing for missing information, etc. 

• Applicants / developers / investors receive a better service as we start processing their applications sooner 

• Stakeholders, including parish and town councils get consulted on higher quality / more complete 

submissions and so the proposals they're being consulted on should be clearer 

The consultation runs until 10 January 2025. 

Once adopted, the Validation List will be in operation for 2 years before it needs reviewing. 

https://somersetcouncil.citizenspace.com/planning/local-validation-checklist-consultation/ 

 

• Have your Say: Budget Consultation: We value your input and invite you to help shape Somerset’s future by 

providing crucial feedback on our budget for 2025/26. 

o Your feedback will help: 

o Influence our financial decisions 

o Prioritise and allocate resources effectively 

o Ensure the budget reflects the needs and aspirations of our communities 

o Please take a few moments to complete our online survey and share your views on the proposed 

budget: 

https://somersetcouncil.citizenspace.com/comms/budget-consultation-2025-2026/ 

 

• Help through winter Campaign: see attached. 

• SRA Somerset Community Flood Action Fund: see attached 

 

• Leaders welcome devolution white paper: The Leaders of Dorset, Somerset and Wiltshire Councils are 

optimistic that they can work with Government to progress proposals for the Heart of Wessex Mayoral Strategic 

Authority following the publication of the Devolution White Paper.  

If the devolution proposal is approved, Dorset, Somerset and Wiltshire councils will continue to exist and are 

expected to have the same responsibilities as they do now. https://www.somerset.gov.uk/news/leaders-

welcome-devolution-white-paper/ 

 

Other emails 

 

• Crime report from Avon & Somerset Police – see attached 

 

• Community Health & Wellbeing Grant for parish, town and city councils in Somerset - process and deadlines: 

• Community Health & Wellbeing Grants up to £35,000  

• Completion of projects early April 2026  

• Grant applications can be processed in anything from a few days (Seed Grants) to about 4 weeks (Large 

Grants). If you have a 12 month long project you need to start in April 2025. Your application needs to be in 

by 1st of March to guarantee payment in time to start. If you have a shorter project then you can apply later. 

• The grant application process runs much more smoothly if you start a conversation with me early and 

send draft applications over. 

https://somersetcouncil.citizenspace.com/planning/local-validation-checklist-consultation/
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk%2F/1/01000193e59a3148-1e0118de-441a-4f02-acee-cc425462ccd2-000000/vNrGX9fLoAZCunj4rlGeX_gIQULHGpjpHhjmI74y990=384
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.wiltshire.gov.uk%2F/1/01000193e59a3148-1e0118de-441a-4f02-acee-cc425462ccd2-000000/BggJG-WeRknSVBa9a04MdMYsvClacRgP5lj7SBIc59o=384
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• You will find grant guidance and application forms on our website under ‘Programme Resources & 

Overview’ https://somerset-alc.org.uk/health-wellbeing/   Plus lots of other useful information. 

 

• Avon & Somerset Police 

• The reason for my contact with you is sadly due to the recent tragic events that we saw at the 

Christmas market in Magdeburg, Germany on 20th December and then in New Orleans, America 

yesterday on New Years Day. 

 

In both these cases it was seen that a hostile actor used a motor vehicle as a weapon, entering 

a crowded event footprint causing death and injury. In both cases ‘we’ currently understand that 

this may have been due to ‘ a gap’ in hostile vehicle mitigation ( specialist barriers). While these 

attacks have not seen any change to the Threat Assessment here in the UK, we are mindful of 

the tendency for ‘copycat’ attacks, we have no current information or intelligence to suggest an 

issue locally, however it is our intent to advise and not alarm. 

 

Of local interest to our Force Area but fortunately not of hostile intent on 1st December we and 

the Ambulance Service had to respond to a vehicle related incident within a crowded event 

footprint at a Christmas Market in Chipping Sodbury, two children were taken to hospital and five 

adults were reported as ‘hurt’. As stated this incident had no hostile intent, however it was 

arguably entirely avoidable given the event and traffic management planning that went into the 

event. Fortunately it was not as serious as first thought. 

 

These incidents are a sad reminder of the importance of providing a safe and secure space for 

events to take place in and around the highway. Event organisers, statutory agencies and 

members of Safety Advisory Groups often get criticism for making recommendations around 

security, particularly around hostile vehicle mitigation ( and also vehicle incident mitigation ). 

 

We do appreciate that these recommendations are often seen as an additional bureaucratic and 

costly burden, however they are usually proportionate for the threat and risk landscape which 

we have recently been reminded of. 

  

The National Protective Security Agency (NPSA) have just issued an update around vehicle 

mitigation measures which may be of interest and is available 

at https://www.npsa.gov.uk/blog/news/hostile-vehicle-mitigation-hvm 

 

Monthly Meeting 

Creation of the monthly meeting Agenda and Summons and circulating with supporting papers. Uploading Agenda 

and papers onto the website. Producing the previous meeting minutes. 

 

 

 

Rachel Nash 

Clerk for Whatley & Chantry Parish Council 

https://somerset-alc.org.uk/health-wellbeing/
https://www.npsa.gov.uk/blog/news/hostile-vehicle-mitigation-hvm


Whatley Parish Council

1 April 2024 to 31 March 2025

31-Dec-24

Revenue
Held in Bank at 1st April 2024 £6,814.86

VAT Refund £2,599.88

Grants Received £2,933.33 Halecombe Quarry 

Precept £7,923.75

Total Revenue £20,271.82

Admin Costs Budget Spend

Clerk's Service & Mileage £3,200.00 £1,802.50 upto 7 hours per month

Councillor Expenses & Training 400 £80.00

Parish Insurance £500 £436.94

ICO Registration £35.00 £35.00

Audit Fees £150 £0.00

Church Hall Hire £120.00 £80.00

Admin - Bank Fees £74.00 £47.40

Total Admin Costs £2,481.84

Other Expenditure
Churchyard Maintenance £500 £500.00

Website costs (domain) 2nd year of 3 pre-paid £0 £0.00

Grass Cutting £1,750.00 £1,305.00

Rospa Inspection £82 £86.00

Hedge Cutting £150 £0.00

Google Subscription £432 £317.15

British Heart Foundation £3,450.00

SALC subscription £164.52

Glasdon £482.00

VAT Paid £0.00

VAT to be refunded £803.69

£7,393.00

    Total Expenditure £7,108.36

Budget Available £10,681.62

Budget Statement



Invoices for payment in January and February 2025

Date of 

Invoice
Invoice No

Amount of 

Invoice
Supplier Description of Goods / Service Payment Type

30-Dec-24 9 of 2024 £145.00 Trug & Lettuce Grass Cutting for December 2024 BACS

31-Dec-24 5140216306 £32.04 Google Google Workspace and 6 email accounts DD

02-Jan-25
832 £122.50 Smart Office Support Clerk services for December 2024 BACS

£299.54 Total of above

TBC £280.00 Smart Office Support Pre-approve Clerk services for January 2025 BACS

TBC £145.00 Trug & Lettuce Pre-approve Grass Cutting for January 2025 BACS

TBC £32.04 Google
Pre-approve Google Workspace and 6 email accounts 

for January 2025
DD

£457.04 Total of above



Whatley Parish Council

1 April 2025 to 31 March 2026

Revenue
Held in Bank at 1st April 2025 TBC at 1st April 2025

VAT Refund

Grants Received

Precept See costs below

Total Revenue £0.00

Admin Costs Budget Spend

Clerk's Service & Mileage £3,200.00 £0.00

Councillor Expenses & Training £400 £0.00

Parish Insurance £550 £0.00 £500 previously

ICO Registration £35.00 £0.00

Audit Fees £150 £0.00

Church Hall Hire £120.00 £0.00

Admin - Bank Fees £74.00 £0.00

Total Admin Costs £0.00

Other Expenditure
Churchyard Maintenance £500 £0.00

Website costs (domain) final year of 3 pre-paid £0 £0.00

Grass Cutting £1,750.00 £0.00

Rospa Inspection £90 £0.00 £82 previously

Hedge Cutting £150 £0.00

Google Subscription £450 £0.00 £432 previously

Chair allowance £150 £0.00

SALC subscription £170 £0.00 £164.52 previously

VAT Paid £0.00

VAT to be refunded £0.00

£7,789.00

    Total Expenditure £0.00

Budget Available £0.00

Budget Statement



Whatley Parish Council

30th December 2024

Dear Rachel Nash

Town and Country Planning Act 1990

Proposal: Application for a certificate of lawful existing development for the
use as granted by planning application 2021/2375/FUL (Erection of
a stabling barn, storage, tack room, shower & W/C facility).

Location: Land Adjacent To 2 Mells Lane Chantry To Mells Green Chantry
Frome Somerset

Applicant: Lorna MacDougall
Application Type: Certificate of Use Existing
Application Number: 2024/2304/CLE

The Council has received the above application and the documents are available on the website:
https://publicaccess.mendip.gov.uk/online-applications/.

This is a notification only and in line with the Council's Constitution and the adopted scheme of
delegation and terms of reference, the decision for this applications is delegated to officers. This
notification is therefore being provided as a matter of courtesy for your information.

The application is being dealt with by Carlton Langford, email carlton.langford@somerset.gov.uk
and telephone on 01749 341535.

Please note that, for applications for Prior Approval/Notification and works to Trees in a
Conservation Area, due to the tight timescale within which a decision needs to be made, and the
deemed approval status of the application if the timescale is not met, a decision may need to be
made very soon after you have received this notification.

If this application is for a Certificate of Lawfulness and you have evidence to contradict or
otherwise make the applicant’s version of events less than probable, then you can submit this
information to the Council for consideration. Please be aware that this information will be shared
with the applicant so that they can have an opportunity to comment on it and possibly produce
counter-evidence.

Should you have any detailed queries about the proposal, please contact the case officer.

Yours sincerely

Carlton Langford

carlton.langford@somerset.gov.uk
01749 341535

Planning - East Team
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BRIEFING: SRA Somerset Community Flood Action Fund 

To: Somerset councillors 

This is let you know about the new Somerset Rivers Authority (SRA) Community Flood 

Action Fund (CFAF), which will open for applications on Tuesday 10 December. 

The Fund will offer small grants for works to reduce flooding, directly to Somerset 

communities. The SRA's aim is to help people with good local knowledge of flooding 

problems take the initiative and get things done. 

Eligible applicants will include town and parish councils, charities, social enterprises 

and community benefit societies. In short, not-for-profit organisations. 

Up to £200,000 a year is being made available for practical actions with obvious 

benefits that can be achieved quite quickly. 

On Tuesday, application packs for Community Flood Action Fund grants of between 

£3,000 and £20,000 will be made available through the Grants section of the SRA 

website: https://www.somersetriversauthority.org.uk/grants 

The first deadline for applications is 25 February 2025. Successful applicants will get 

funding from April. Three more funding rounds are due later in the year. 

Early indications are that the Fund is going to be very popular. More than 20 places 

across the county have already been in touch with the SRA to express their interest. 

We would appreciate your help in promoting the Fund to organisations who could help 

to reduce local flood risks. 

Any questions, please email sra@somerset.gov.uk or call us on 01823-355111. 

More information 

SRA objectives in SRA Strategy 2024-34 

Works getting grants will need to accord with the first of the SRA's objectives, ideally 

more, as set out in the SRA Strategy 2024-34: 

1. Reduce the risks and impacts of flooding across Somerset. 

2. Maintain access and connections during times of flood for communities and 

businesses across Somerset. 

3. Increase the resilience of people, places and the environment to flooding, while 

adapting to climate change. 

https://www.somersetriversauthority.org.uk/grants
mailto:sra@somerset.gov.uk?subject=CFAF%20question
https://www.somersetriversauthority.org.uk/about-somerset-rivers-authority/sra-strategy-2024-34/
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4. Protect Somerset’s economy from the impacts of flooding, promote business 

confidence and encourage new opportunities. 

5. Conserve and enhance Somerset’s special environments (natural, built, social, 

cultural) for all who live and work in Somerset and visit. 

What kinds of works could get CFAF grants? 

1. Works must be in Somerset, in the area covered by Somerset Council. 

2. Works might include maintaining flood defence features, making improvements to 

flood defence features, or creating flood defence features. 

3. Surveys, permits or permissions if directly linked to delivery as part of your project. 

4. Works will be expected to start within three months of a grant being awarded and 

completed within nine months. 

What kinds of applications will not get grants? 

1. Grants cannot be used for coastal flooding protection projects. 

2. Grants cannot benefit only a single household, landowner or business. 

3. Grants cannot be used for flood recovery activities or emergency response initiatives. 

4. Grants cannot be used for works costing over £20,000. The £20,000 ceiling includes 

any match funding that an applicant might get from elsewhere. 

5. Grants cannot be used for investigations or feasibility studies. 

Who can apply? 

The programme is open to not-for-profit organisations. Examples: 

• Registered charities, Charitable Incorporated Organisations (CIOs) 

• Charitable companies 

• Companies limited by guarantee without share capital 

• Community Interest Companies (CICs) limited by guarantee without share capital 

• Town and Parish Councils, Community Benefit Societies, Co-operatives, 

Industrial and Provident Societies. Parish Meetings may be able to apply but 

they are asked to contact the SRA before applying. 

Community groups and local flood groups with ideas for applications are being 

encouraged to work with their local parish or town council. 

From: David Mitchell, SRA Senior Manager, 9 December 2024 



 
 

PARISH COUNCIL MTG: Whatley   November 2024  
         
 
Number of Crimes by Offence Type: 

 
 
Number of Crimes Trend: 
 

 
 

 
 
CURRENT PACT PRIORITIES: 
 
Provide a visible Police presence in Whatley. 
 
FUTURE PACT PRIORITIES:      
     

Regular foot patrols are ongoing and productive community engagement. 

Please remember to report Anti-Social-Behaviour and drug related incidents to 101 
or 999, respectively. 

 
 
OVERALL CRIME TRENDS 
 
None of note 
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